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Welcome to the Meridian Junior High Instrumental Music Program!

Learning to play a musical instrument in a precision ensemble is an exciting and
challenging event and one which is not always an easy thing to do; time and patience
are important factors for the parent, students, and teacher. In order to provide the
student with the best possible experience, and one which will foster an appreciation of
music throughout their lives, | have placed as much pertinent information in this
handbook as | can to help you with every aspect of our program. | hope you find the
handbook helpful and informative.

During the course of the year if you need help, please do not hesitate to contact me by
the following:

Email — meaton@mail.meridian223.org
School Phone — 815-645-2277

Please note that email is my preferred method of contact. It is not possible to answer
. the-phone-during-class;-but-l- make-a-point to-answer-emails-promptly —usually-within-24
hours, unless it is received over a weekend or holiday in which case | will reply on the
next school day. Many situations are better discussed over the phone or in person, and

in those instances, I'll be happy to use email to set up a convenient time to hold the
conference.

Ph“osophy

The Meridian Junior High Band Program, with the support of our principal, Mr. William
Davidson, operates under the following philosophy:

Our middle school band program is designed to promote a basic understanding and
appreciation for music, as well as provide the necessary skills to allow the student to
participate in a wide variety of instrumental ensemble settings. Moreover, the student's
experiences in our band program will prepare them and motivate them to successfully
continue participating in music programs after leaving middle school.

Objectives

1. To help our students develop the technical skills necessary to play a musical
instrument both as a solo instrumentalist as well as a member of an ensemble.

2. To help our students develop the skills necessary to read musical notation.

3. To help our students to understand and develop the discipline that is required to
successfully play and instrument.

4. To teach our students about the care and maintenance of their instrument.

5. To encourage a sense of responsibility towards the community by emphasizing that
in an ensemble, success is measured by the combined effort of many. Teamwork
works!

6. To encourage outstanding character and citizenship.

7. To help our students find satisfaction/joy in making music.




Course Offerings

Beginning Band - Primarily 6™ grade students just starting out in their playing career.
Students will learn assembling their instruments, playing position, tone production, note
and rhythm reading, articulations etc. Students will also participate in solo and
ensemble contest.

Middle School Concert Bands- For students in 7" and 8" grades. These bands will
continue to reinforce previously learned materials and increase their level of playing.
Students will also participate in solo and ensemble contest.

Middle School Jazz Band — Available for 7" and 8" grade band members only, the
jazz band will offer introduction to jazz style playing concentrating on rhythms and
articulations. This course will be offered only if enough student interest is expressed.

lllinois State Goals for Music Education

State Goal 25: Know the language of the arts.

A. Understand the sensory elements, organizational principles and expressive qualities of

the arts.
State Goal 26: Through creating and performing, understand how works of art
are produced.

A. Understand processes, traditional tools and modern technologies used in the arts.

B. Apply skills and knowledge necessary to create and perform in one or more of the arts.
STATE GOAL 27: Understand the role of the arts in civilizations, past and
present.

1. Analyze how the arts function in history, society and everyday life.

National Standards for Music Education

Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

Reading and notating music.

Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

Evaluating music and music performances.

. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside
the arts.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
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Grading Policies

Quarterly averages are based on grades in six categories:

1. Daily Participation — Students must have all materials and actively participate in
class. 5 points each rehearsal '

2. Weekly Lesson — Lessons consist of one small group lesson per week. Students
will be graded on attendance and music assignment preparation. Students who
are absent for their lesson must make up the lesson within two weeks. Lessons
are required.10 points each lesson

3. Weekly Practice — Practice Logs are collected on Monday for full credit and will
be accepted through Thursday with a deduction of points. Practice logs must be
approved and signed by the parent each week or it will not be graded and a
grade of zero will be given.10 points for each week (6" grade only)

4. Performances/Tests — All performances are required and considered playing
exams. Additional written and playing exams may be given periodically
throughout the nine week grading period.15 points per play tests

5. Extra Credit — Any student who attends an instrumental music event or performs

outside of school throughout the year can receive 10 points of extra credit per
each event. Students must bring in concert program to receive credit.

6. Performances — All band students will be required to perform in all required
performances. 50 points each performance (See page 7)

7. Quarterly practice recordings (7" -8 grade only) 30 points (See back of page)

VERY IMPORTANT — A deduction of five points will be taken from a student’s daily
participation grade each time the student forgets their instrument at home and any time
a student comes to class missing any of the required materials for class. However, if
the student’s instrument is in the repair shop points will not be deducted as long as a
written note from a parent is received.

Make-up Work

If a student is absent for any reason, he/she is responsible for finding out what work he
or she missed. If the absence results in a missed test of some sort, the student is
responsible for making up the grade within three days. Only students with excused
absences will be allowed to make-up test grades.

If absent from school, lessons may be made up at any time during the week after the
missed absence. The student may do this before or after school any day or during
lunch recess. (Arrangements should be made with the director in advance.)

If you practice, you get better.
If you get better, you play with better players.
If you play with better players, you play better music.
If you play better music, you have more fun.
If you have more fun, you want to practice more.
If you practice more, you get better...

Douglas Yeo, Parenting Musical Children




GUIDELINES FOR PRACTICE RECORDINGS
7" & 8" GRADE BAND

Why practice recordings?

The reason for recording your practice is for you and your teacher to evaluate your progress on the recent
literature you are working on. As teachers we call this an assessment.

What are the students going to record?
The students are to record exercises from their Method Book and small excerpts from their sheet music.
What will the students be graded on?

All students will be graded in the following categories:

Tone Quality (producing-a-characteristic-sound)-6-points

Intonation (playing in tune) 6 points
Rhythmic Accuracy (correct rhythm and tempo) 6 points
Dynamics (volume or volume changes that are written) 6 points
Fluency (amount of staris and stops) 6 points

TOTAL POINTS FOR PRACTICE RECORDING WILL BE 30 points

Will there be recording devices available to use?

Yes. Students will have to ask the band director for recording devices. Cassettes, microphones, and
recorders are available to take home, but they must be brought back. Make sure you label the cassette
tape with your name and grade. There will be no evaluation of quality recording.

Can the students record from their computer?

Yes. Ali students who have Windows 96 or above have the ability to record from their computer. The
program can be located by pressing start, programs, accessories, entertainment , sound recording in that

order. Those students who do not have built in microphone can borrow one from Mr. Eaton, but it has to
be brought back to him as soon as possible. Students can save the file to a flash drive or a CD.

When are the practice recordings due?

Al practice recordings for the first quarter need to be turned into Mr. Eaton by the week of Oct. 5™
Please do not wait until the last minute due to the fact of the small amount of recording devices we have
at the school.

Is there a system to use for recording your practice?

Your teacher prefers all students to record the exercises and excerpts one at a time. Press stop in

between each piece you record. This is the best way to record on your computer also, so the recording
will take up much space in the file.




Class Rules

. If a student has something that he/she needs to discuss with a director please do

so before or after school or immediately following class. Directors will not be
available before a student’s class for questions, except in extreme emergencies.
Students must be in their seats with their instrument, pencils, music, and any
other required materials by the time the tardy bell rings.

Students are not permitted to converse with each other once the director has
begun class.

Treat our band room with respect (help pick up and keep band room clean).

The Band Room

We consider the Meridian Junior High School Band Room our working home during the
day and hope that our band students will feel as comfortable making music here as we

do. Atthe same time we are committed to preserving the condition of our instruments

and equipment for many years to come. We want our students to both enjoy the room

and the program’s equipment while treating it with the respect it deserves. With this in

mind, the following rules with establish our expectation for everyone in the band hall.

The band room will be open at 7:30 a.m. in the morning allowing students to
store their instruments in their assigned location for the school day.

Students may come to the band room to practice at 7:30 a.m. or after school until
3:00 p.m., only if they are playing their instruments or in some other way involved

in music (i.e. practice, sectional rehearsal, small ensemble, lessons, using Smart
Music or other music programs on the computer) We strongly encourage this!
Students will be asked to leave if they are in any way disturbing the director or
other students.

No students are allowed in the band room without the presence of a director or
other staff member.

Students need to be invited before entering the Directors’ office. Knocking on the
door or asking politely is the best way of accomplishing this.

All instruments should be stored in their assigned place and music put in
assignned slot.

While it may be very tempting, students may not touch another student’s
instrument or school equipment (including percussion equipment) without
permission.

No food or drink OR GUM in the band room.
No running or rough play in the band room.

Treat each other with respect and kindness. Music is a social endeavor. Let's
get along and work together.




Consequences For Misbehavior

Students will lose daily participation points and/or be assigned a detention for any of the
folowing infractions:

1. Talking in class

Being out of seat without permission

Chewing gum, eating food or drink in the band room without approval
Abusing music stands, equipment, or any other school property
Running or horseplay in the band room

Tardiness

N o o ke DN

Handling another students instrument

VERY IMPORTANT - Students will receive ONE warning for any misbehavior that
occurs. After that, any infraction will result in a loss of daily participation points. If
misbehavior continues, a student will be sent to the office and issued a detention. We

will follow all Meridian Junior High discipline policies. (See handbook for details.) If a
student’s non-participation is the result of not having an instrument or needed materials
for class, no warning is given and daily participation points will not be given.

Performance Attendance — Band Calendar

Attendance at all band performances is required.

A calendar of the band activities for the year is available below.. Please mark these on
your calendar to avoid any scheduling conflict. We will notify you as soon as possible of
any changes to the calendar.

Conflicts with outside activities will result in the loss of the performance grade. Personal
or family emergencies are excused with a written note from the parent explaining the
nature of the emergency.

Students with excused absences will need to complete a make-up assignment to
receive the performance points.

The MJHS Band website at www.mjhsband.com is a great place to go for updates to the calendar and
information on band activities.

CONCERT DATES
October12  Tuesday Fall Concert Large gym 6:00, 6:45, 7:30 pm
October 16  Saturday IMEA Auditions Sterling H.S. TBA**
November 20 Saturday IMEA District Festival Dekalb (NIU) TBA**
Dec. 13 Monday Winter Concert Large Gym 6:00, 6:45, 7:30 pm
Feb. 3 Thursday Stillbucks Coffeehouse H. S. Gym 7:00 pm
Feb.5 Saturday Solo & Ensemble Cont. Polo HS TBA**
May 10 Tuesday Sgring Concert Large Gym 6:00, 6:45, 7:30 pm
May 14 Saturday 8" Grade Field Trip Great America TBA

**Not required performances
All 6™ grade concerts will start at 6 pm, 7" grade concerts at 6:45 pm, & 8" grade concerts will
start at 7:30 pm.





































